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The overall aim of the ESD project is 
to enhance the awareness of ESD - Education for 
Sustainable Development among OMEP members, 
young children and early childhood education at large. 

Anna-Karin Engberg

2009 - ongoing





The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and 
prosperity

It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom

All countries have to report on status and progress

(UN General Assembly September 2015)

Transforming our world



4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality 
primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes 
4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood
development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary 
education 
4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to 
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for 
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality,
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation 
of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development 

Ingrid Engdahl Stockholm University 2017

Goal 4 is fundamental
and important 
for all other goals
Re-orienting all education



What is not sustainable here?

What is not the sustainable here?
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Over 500,000 children, 20,000 teachers, parents and grand parents, 1,200 schools and/or projects, in more than 50 countries



The UN Convention on the rights of the child:
• An obligation to protect, provide and promote
• Children are citizens with human rights
• All children have equal value – no discrimination
• Every child has the right to life and education
• Every child has the right to express her/his opinions - and be listened to
• Children have the right to participation, having a say in all aspects of their lives
• Every child has the right to play, culture and leisure

State parties shall make decisions where the best interests of the child 
shall be a primary consideration 



Education should give children the opportunity to 
acquire an ecological and caring approach to their
surrounding environment and to nature and society. 
Children should also be given the opportunity to 
develop knowledge about how the different choices
that people make can contribute to sustainable
development



The preschool should provide each child with the conditions to develop …

• respect and understanding of the equal value of all people and human 
rights, and 

• a growing responsibility for and interest in sustainable development and 
active participation in society

https://www.skolverket.se/publikationer?id=4049

https://www.skolverket.se/publikationer?id=4049

